ECONOMIC   AND   SOCIAL   EVOLUTION               16*
arithmetic. It was upon the monastic schools that the British
made their first attempts to build an educational structure.
Phayre distributed text-books in arithmetic, geography and
land-surveying to them, and sent round trained teachers to
show the monks how to use them.
In 1866 the first Director of Public Instruction was appoin-
ted to supervise the scheme. Unfortunately he died soon after
appointment, and his successor knew no Burmese. The
original plan, therefore, met with little success. Then it was
decided to substitute lay schools for monastic ones. Eventually
both systems were worked simultaneously, and it is interesting
to note that the number of recognized monastic schools in-
creased much faster than that of the lay schools. Both types
were encouraged by the payment of grants-in-aid or by re-
wards based upon examinations conducted by inspectors.
With the increase of government and European business a
demand arose for clerks with a knowledge of English. The
monastic schools were considered unsuitable for the teaching of
English, and attention was directed to the establishment of
Anglo-Vernacular schools. In this way in the seventies Govern-
ment Middle Schools came into existence, while grants were
made to mission schools run by the Roman Catholics, the
American Baptist Mission and the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel. Some of these became sufficiently advanced
to be affiliated to Calcutta University, and some of their best
pupils took its matriculation examination.
In 1880 the system was overhauled, a Departmental Board of
Examiners was set up to carry out annual provincial examin-
ations, and nine standards of instruction, culminating in the
Calcutta matriculation, were organized. One of the Anglo-
Vernacular schools, Rangoon Government High School,
founded in 1873, developed a higher department, which in
1884 became Rangoon College, and began to prepare students
for the external degrees of Calcutta University. But very few
government schools were founded. The policy kid down in the
Education Code of 1891 was to assist, regulate and inspect
voluntary schools, rather than found and maintain government
ones.
By 1900 Government maintained five normal schools for